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Minutes of the Somer Valley Cycling Club Committee Meeting  

9th May 2016 

Radstock Hotel 

Present; 

Chairman                                         Rob Weeks 
Secretary            Elaine Riddle 
Treasurer                                            Not attended 
Club Captain                                       Not attended 
Membership Secretary Unfilled 
Time trial Secretary                       Bob Latchem 
Social Rides Secretary                        Terry Hodkinson 
Club (‘faster’) Rides Secretary Nic Meadows 
Website Administrator                                              Not attended 
Social Media Administrator Victoria Ratcliffe 
Committee Members                          Dave Whittington, Eugene Kertzman, Marc 

Riddle, Nick Cross & Tony Penton 
Club member Martin Evans 

 

Apologies: Keith Evans, Nick Creed, James Weeks, Guy Worsdall 

 
The minutes from the last meeting were agreed. 

 

Chairman’s Report; 
Rob highlighted the current success of the new Saturday social rides, and thanked Guy for 

an excellent route.  

 

Secretary’s Report; 
 Saturday Social Rides: 

The inaugural ride was started 09/04/2016. We have now had 5 of these, and 

everyone has been very well attended, with us having at least a dozen people 

coming to every ride. 

They seem to be going really well, with some riders already spilling over to the 

Sunday Social rides. Others are just coming back to cycling after time out, and are 

finding their enjoyment of the sport refreshed.  

 

 As well as emailing me his apologies, Guy has confirmed: 
I am a registered welfare officer with British cycling, with an expiry date of April 

19. 

Huge thanks to Guy for stepping into this role. 
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 I will be attaching our actions from previous meetings with these minutes. It would 

be appreciated if committee members can check to see if they are named on there, 

and if so, endeavour to complete their action by the next meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report; 
 From Keith: 

Within his apologies, Keith confirmed the following account details up to end of 
April: 

o Previous balance   £ 7,170.70 
o Withdrawn             £     132.27 
o Paid in                     £     378.52 

 
o New balance          £ 7,416.95 
o Deposit account    £ 2,839.14 

 
o Total Assets           £ 10,256.09 

 

Keith also advised that £328.52 of the monies paid in last month were from the James after 

the Sportive, so again, a huge thanks to him for organising this. 

 

Membership Report;  
Currently unavailable. 

 

Time Trial Report; 
Bob confirmed that there have been a couple of members involved in crashes at time trials 

in the last month. Both of them are Ok, and steadily getting back to cycling. 

Keith McKay Cormack, another rider who also use to regularly ride with us has had a bad 

mountain bike accident, leading to 2 broken wrists as well as 2 broken vertebrae in his neck. 

We wish all our members a speedy recovery. 

 

Bob also advised that our Open Time Trial is now open for entries, with 7 people already 

signed up. This will be held on 25/06/2016 at 14:00. 

More details regarding this will be sent out within our newsletter. 

 

Finalise 21st May; 
Our Club coaching session will be held on this date at the Bath Odd Down Circuit. 

This will be held between 13:00 – 15:00 and will consist of 2 hours coaching on road cycling, 

group cycling etc, followed by some social time afterwards, when family and friends can all 

meet up together. It is hoped that the weather will be nice, so that we can make the use of 

the outside area. Everyone will be welcome (children from 14 years of age). The café will be 

open to serve drinks and snacks. 

This will be highlighted and shared through social media, website and newsletter. 
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Membership update; 
Elaine read out an email received from Lee Gumm advising that although he was happy to 
continue being Club Membership Secretary, he would no longer be able to regularly attend 
the monthly committee meetings, and would be taking more of a back seat with regards to 
club matters. 
This was discussed, and it was agreed that although he was happy to continue as 
Membership Secretary, due to the fact that the position he held meant that club members’ 
personal details were held with him (name/address/contact details), it would be preferable 
for someone else to take this on who would have closer contact with the committee. 
It was agreed that thanks to Lee not stepping away from this post immediately, we had a bit 
of time. We therefore asked for people to have a think in the next month about who they 
may consider would be good for this position – obviously if they agree to it! 
This will be highlighted on next month’s Agenda. Meanwhile the committee wished to thank 
Lee for stepping into this spot, and for all the improvements he has administered since 
taking this on.   

Helmet – to wear or not to wear? 
This agenda item was raised by a club member, when he had led a ride, and was concerned 
about the responsibility of leading other riders that were not fully protected through the 
wearing of a helmet. 
It was acknowledged that there was strong opinion for both voluntarily wearing a helmet, 
and making it compulsory when out on club rides.  
 
British Cycling had been contacted, and they stated that BC are against helmet compulsion, 
as per the policy on their website. This means that there is no way that a club member not 
wearing a helmet on a non-competitive ride would cause us problems with our insurance. 
 
Sometimes in a claim the opposition lawyer will attempt to use non-helmet use as 
"contributory negligence" but British Cycling lawyers will always fight that, and that more 
applies to the individual insurance that is outside of this policy anyway (As a reminder, club 
insurance covers the club and officials against liability claims. If an individual on a ride is hit 
by a car and claims this is done outside of our insurance). 
 
It was queried that the best practice guidelines didn’t reflect this, and it was confirmed that 
they are out of date. They had been drawn up a few years ago when it was felt that was the 
way the world was going, however they have since significantly changed their position and 
policy, the best practice guidelines are being updated and a new version which reflects the 
helmet policy on the website will be adopted. Supposedly we're not the first club to query 
this, but BC reiterated that we are covered on club runs if an adult chooses not to wear a 
helmet. 
 
The best practice when updated and published will be: 
Competitive ride: helmet (as per the rules of the sport) 
Off road ride: helmet 
Non-competitive ride & sportives: personal choice 
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This information as well as people’s thoughts was shared, and we finally came to an 
agreement that although SVCC would not be making the wearing of helmets on adults 
compulsory when out with us, it would be for under 18’s. 
The following statement should be put on our website, and our membership forms with 
immediate effect: 
Somer Valley Cycling Club strongly recommend the wearing of approved cycling helmets 
for all adults. It will be compulsory for all under 18 year olds who come out with us. 
 
This was proposed by Bob, seconded by Eugene and agreed by all the committee that 
attended. 
 
It was also agreed that within the membership declaration there should be the statement 
regarding this issue as well. 
Such like: 
I understand that SVCC strongly recommend the wearing of approved cycling helmets for 
all adults, and that it is compulsory for all under 18 year olds.  
 
We all admitted that although ideally all people should be wearing helmets, it is not against 
the law to ride without one, and we have to respect that all adults have freedom of choice.  

Update on wording of kit-vote – any progress? 
It was agreed that following the last meeting, this decision should be finalised as quickly as 
possible. 
With that in mind, Rob has agreed to clarify the wording of the ‘new kit yes/no statement’, 
and arrange for it to be emailed and traditionally mailed out to all members. 
The letter will give 14 days for everyone to respond. The outcome will be accepted as long 
as there is a 50% or more response back from members. 
Action – Rob to confirm the wording of the vote, and arrange the distribution as quickly as 
possible to all members. 

SVCC and where we stand on donating sponsorships 
Drew Buck, one of our intrepid riders has taken on the challenge of cycling over 4000 miles 

through Asia, taking in the Himalayas which will involve over ¼ of a million feet of climbing 

(people who know me will know what I think of that madness! – Elaine). 

Whilst doing this over the period of the next four months, and when time allows, Drew will 

be blogging about his adventures. The link to his antics is here: 

https://drewonabike.wordpress.com/ 

 

Drew will also be hoping to raise sponsorship for CAN (CHILD ACTION NEPAL) while he cycles 

the route he has planned. Please see the link above for more information about the 

wonderful work they do. 

 

It was discussed at the committee meeting about whether the Club could donate to his 

sponsorship, which is here: 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/drewonabike 

 

https://drewonabike.wordpress.com/
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/drewonabike
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It was appreciated that while this was a hugely worthwhile cause, we also have another 

club/committee member who is raising money for Dorothy House Hospice in memory of 

Caroline, his partner, who sadly lost her battle with Cancer. Keith is planning on cycling 

12,000 miles in 2016 (or is it now 15,000??). 

Please see below for Keith Evans’ sponsorship page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Keith-Evans7 

 

This is just 2 of our club members raising money for excellent causes that we know about. 

 

Although everyone raising money for charity has the wholehearted support of the club and 

all its members, it was unanimously agreed that financial donations should be given on a 

personal basis by individuals. This would save any future difficulties should the committee 

be approached by more members/cyclists.  

 

Website; 
 Please could the coaching session on 21st May be highlighted on the website, 

Facebook pages and Twitter, as well as included in our next newsletter (if it is 

planned to be sent out before the end of next week).  

 If it hasn’t already, please could the links to Drew’s expedition and fundraising sight 

also be put on the website. 

 

Any Other Business; 
Clarity on Club Membership for new riders: 

Following the success of the Saturday Social Rides, it was highlighted at the committee 

meeting, that after 5 ‘taster sessions’ riders would be expected to join the club. 

This was agreed, and it was confirmed by Elaine that this matter would be raised at the next 

Saturday ride. 

Action: Elaine will speak to all the Saturday Social riders to highlight the membership of the 

club, and what it entails. 

 

Martin Evans; 

Martin is a club member who regularly rides with the Sunday Social group, and came to his 

first committee meeting this evening. 

At the end of the evening he was welcomed by all the committee members, and it was 

agreed that he could become a committee member. Welcome Martin! 

 
The meeting was closed at 20:40 

 

Date of next meeting; 6th June @ 19:30 – Please note The Riddles will be unable to 

attend, so the minutes will have to be passed to a ‘willing’ volunteer.  

 

Please ensure that any points for the agenda and/or apologies are sent to me a week before 

if possible. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Keith-Evans7

