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Minutes of the Somer Valley Cycling Club Committee Meeting  

7th March 2016 

Radstock Working Men’s Club 

Present; 

Chairman                                         Rob Weeks 
Secretary            Elaine Riddle 
Treasurer                                            Apologies 
Club Captain                                       Not attended 
Membership Secretary Lee Gumm 
Time trial Secretary                       Bob Latchem 
Social Rides Secretary                        Terry Hodkinson 
Club (‘faster’) Rides Secretary Apologies 
Website Administrator                                              James Weeks 
Social Media Administrator Not attended 
Welfare Officer Guy Worsdall 
Committee Members                          Dave Whittington, Eugene Kertzman, Marc 

Riddle & Tony Penton 

 

Apologies:  
Keith Evans & Nic Meadows 
 

The minutes from the AGM held last month were agreed. 

 

Chair’s Report; 
Rob started off the evening with some very sad news on the passing of 2 of our active 

members as well as our Presidents son, Matt. 

Matt Head had been unwell for a while, and sadly passed away a few days ago. 

Ray Mansfield was always seen helping at our time trials on Tuesdays evenings as time 

keeper, a stance he held for over 30 years. He had been a member of the club for many 

years and will be sorely missed by everyone who knew him. 

Colin Osborne had been a member with the club practically from its beginnings in 1985. He 

was always an active member and held down many different positions on the committee 

over the years.     

Our thoughts and condolences go out to all family and friends of the bereaved. 

 

The funeral for Ray will be held on Wednesday 16th March at Shepton Mallet Crematorium, 

followed afterwards at The Hunters Lodge Inn. Any donations are asked to be given to The 

Cat Protection League. 

Action: Elaine will send cards of sympathy to the families. Dave will look into seeing what 

the preferred charity is for each person.  
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Secretary’s Report; 
Elaine had nothing to report specifically on this month. 

 

Treasurer’s Report; 
Although Keith was unable to attend, he confirmed that unfortunately no statements for 

this month had yet been received, but would hopefully be ready for the next meeting. 

This was accepted by the committee. 

 

Eugene mentioned at this point that due to the last winter series event having to be 

cancelled following the closure of the Odd Down cycle track, both he and Keith had 

organised refunds to all the competitors that had already entered online.  

 

Membership Report;  
We are now currently up to 80 members following the renewal starting again in January.  

Lee mentioned about the new membership cards, and the fact that they only come in 

bundles of 100. There was a worry that if another batch is ordered, this would lead to many 

being wasted. It was agreed that any new orders would not have the year printed on them. 

That way they could be used for longer, past 2016. 

 

Time Trial Report; 
Bob confirmed that the new season had started well, with the Frome 10 having 7 entrants 

from SVCC. There were 4 at the Chippenham time trial. The next one is due to be held this 

weekend (12th March) at Gillingham. 

 

Sportive; 
James confirmed that everything has ramped up and seems to be on target for our next club 

sportive that is due to be held on Sunday 3rd April. 

33 people have so far signed up to the event which has brought in £254.00. 

8 SVCC members have also signed up. 

James asked at the meeting for support in many areas of the Sportive. This was given in the 

form of: 

- Putting out the signs; 

- Getting the hall ready 

- Baking cakes/flapjacks 

- Obtaining other foods and water containers 

- Manning the kitchen area and foodstop 

Please Note:  

Although some of the committee are helping out, it would also be really appreciated if any 

club member can spend some time on 3rd April to help this event. Even if you are planning on 

riding the course, we will need help afterwards, so if anyone can stay behind, that would be 

great. It is a very long day for people if there are only a few helping! 

If you are able to help, please let James Weeks know as soon as possible. 
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Action: James asked that advertising be pushed via social media as we get closer to the date, 

and a ‘special’ email blast be sent to all members highlighting the event. Tori/Rob will 

arrange for this to be done. 

  

Look into us becoming a ‘Go-Ride’ affiliated club 
James asked for this to be put on the agenda following him seeing it on the British Cycling 

website, and thinking this would be good for the club as well as people within the locality 

who may wish to start cycling. 

Eugene knew about this, and explained more about it in detail. 

Further information can be found at: https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/go-ride/article/go-

ride20121206-Go-Ride-for-Clubs-0  

On looking at the criteria, it was noted that we fitted many of these already. 

Eugene was aware that Norton Hill School had purchased 30 bikes, and pupils had been 

using turbo trainers up there. Many of the teachers were keen to see a cycling ethos within 

the school.  

Action: Eugene will contact Norton Hill School with the thought of opening discussions 

regarding SVCC supporting them in afterschool cycling activities. He will also look into 

getting us affiliated as a Go-Ride Club. 

 

Confirm the purchase of the personalised bricks from ‘fromemissinglink.org’; 
This was raised, and it was noted that although it had been agreed to support this local 
initiative by purchasing £100.00 worth of ‘bricks’ (10 bricks) this had not actually been 
followed through. 
Action: Keith will be asked to ensure a payment is sent off to ‘fromemissinglink.org’ for 
£100.00 
 

Look at introducing regular shorter rides on Saturdays; 
This was raised at the last meeting/AGM by Elaine, but we then ran out of time to make any 

educated decisions. 

The proposal is to start a ‘Saturday ride’ which would benefit and maybe promote the 

current social ride on a Sunday. 

The thought behind this is that SVCC have many different areas of cycling; Social (for rides 

around 50 miles), faster group (for those wishing to go further/cycle faster); time trials etc, 

but it is felt there is a gap missing. This is for people that either cannot cycle as far as 50 

miles at the weekend, or do not have the time to spend 4-5 hours away from their 

families/homes. 

Following discussion, the committee agreed to trial the following new ride for a couple of 

months; 

- The Saturday Riders would meet at the Miners Wheel in Radstock at 10:00 

- The distance will total about 20 miles, and will incorporate the obligatory café stop. 

- The route will always be the same. This was thought to be a good base to start with, 

as people will get to know the route. As they improve they can extend this 

themselves if need be, but also meet up at the same café.  

- The inaugural Saturday Ride will be on 9th April. 

https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/go-ride/article/go-ride20121206-Go-Ride-for-Clubs-0
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/go-ride/article/go-ride20121206-Go-Ride-for-Clubs-0
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It is hoped this will fill a gap – especially for women that may suit the shorter distance/less 

time out. It will also help people who like the idea of a club, but are concerned about going 

from ‘nothing’ to around 50 miles on a Sunday. Once riders get to know faces etc, they may 

start to come out on a Sunday. 

Action: Guy will map out a 20-mile route that can be regularly used. 

Elaine will ask Tori to publicise this using all her contacts! 

Elaine will create some posters which can be put up in shops and work areas publicising this.  

 

Look at modifying our membership/consent form for 16 to 18 year olds; 
This was raised by Guy following him having a dig around at other cycle club’s membership 
forms for the under 18’s. 
Action: It was unanimously agreed for Lee to look at the Parental Consent Form currently 
held by Westbury Wheelers and tweak this to suit our needs.  
 

Confirm a date for a SVCC Criterium on the Circuit in 2016; 
Due to us already overrunning, this agenda item will be carried over to next month’s 

meeting.  

 

Website; 
Action: Once the details of the Saturday Riders is compiled, Elaine will ask James to pop this 

on the website. 

 

Any Other Business; 
There was no other business. 

 

 
The meeting was closed at 20:40 

 

Date of next meeting; 04/04/2016 @ 19:30 

 

Please ensure that any points for the agenda and/or apologies are sent to me a week before 

if possible. 

 

 

 

 


