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Minutes of the Somer Valley Cycling Club Committee Meeting  

7th Dec 2015 

Radstock Hotel 

Present; 

Chairman                                         Rob Weeks 
Secretary            Elaine Riddle 
Treasurer                                            Keith Evans 
Club Captain                                       Not attended 
Time trial Secretary                       Bob Latchem 
Social Rides Secretary                        Terry Hodkinson 
Membership Secretary Not attended 
Webster                                              James Weeks 
Committee Members                          Dave Whittington, Drew Buck, Marc Riddle, 

Nic Meadows, Nick Creed, Nick Cross, Tony 
Penton, & Victoria Ratcliffe 

 

Apologies: Eugene Kertzman, Guy Worsdall 

 
The minutes from the last meeting were agreed. 

 

Chairman’s Report;  
This hasn’t come directly from Rob, however he stated at the meeting that he was really, 

really proud to be a part of the club, mainly due to all we do both with the club as a whole, 

but also the committee. There are many things that this committee do which are not 

reflected in the everyday running of the club. We should be proud of the work we all do, 

and be a lot more transparent in showing it. Needless to say this includes all the things that 

we organise, the next main one being the club presentation evening which will be held on 

Friday 29th January 2016. More about this later on in the minutes. 

 

Secretary’s Report; 
Elaine said that she had purposely attached the last set of actions with the agenda when it 

had been sent out. It was really pleasing to know that many of these had been done. An 

updated list, like before, will be attached to these minutes. 
Thank you to everyone that completed their points of action. 

 

Treasurer’s Report; 
Keith has previously confirmed the current balances of our accounts total £9,691.00. There 

were a few large deposits, the main one for the month being £277.20 from the last sportive 

that the club ran. The largest withdrawal was £502.00 for the running of the time trials, 

however even with that being paid out, the time trials still made money.  
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We are still being subjected to rogue requests for direct debits to be set up, or money being 

attempted to be taken from our account. The bank (as well as Keith!) are well aware of this, 

and are keeping their eyes on it. 

 

Membership/Time Trial Report; 
With Lee not being present Bob confirmed that we are now up to 104 members (Woohoo!) 

Now that we are getting to the renewal time of year, James has done some sterling work in 

updating the on-line facilities regarding new and renewing memberships, with a much 

slicker process now in place. Many thanks to James for his work on this. Current members 

are urged to renew their membership with us ready for the new year, and to look online at 

our membership pages for more information: 

 

For new memberships: 

http://www.somervalley.org.uk/membership/ 

 

For existing members wishing to renew: 

http://www.somervalley.org.uk/svcc-membership-renewal-form/ 

 

For clarity, it was asked for confirmation of the situation for people joining part of the year: 

For perspective members wanting to join from January to the end of September the fee is 

the same as usual, however, if people wish to join from the 1st October, then when they pay 

their fee, it will take them up to the end of the following year. 

For example, anyone joining in October this year, will have their membership up until the 

end of December 2016. 

 

Moving onto time trials, there is not a lot to report at this time of year, however Bob 

confirmed that he is happy to continue to arrange the club hill climb next year. Thanks for 

your continuing help Bob, we appreciate that you are slowly trying to release the grip of the 

reins….! 

The time trials held over the summer are in doubt partly due to John Gregory definitely no 

longer wishing to help run it. It is appreciated that it is hard work when there are just a few 

people doing all the work. Thank you John for helping out all this time. 

Despite many calls for support/volunteers, none have been forthcoming. It was agreed by 

the committee that if no progress is made by this soon, then it should be decided to join 

with Frome for the summer time trials on a Thursday evening.   

 

Finalise details of the presentation evening and AGM. 
AGM: 

It was agreed that the ‘committee room’ we currently use would not be big enough for our 

AGM in February. (Definite date to be confirmed) 

It was agreed that we would ask whether the larger room downstairs would be available, 

and if so on what days (bearing in mind the AGM does not necessarily have to be on the 

same day as usual committee meetings). 

http://www.somervalley.org.uk/membership/
http://www.somervalley.org.uk/svcc-membership-renewal-form/
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It was also discussed that it would be a nice idea if some nibbles were provided, to make it a 

bit of a social occasion as well. 

Action: Marc will ask at The Working Mens about the availability of the larger room, and 

the cost. As well as this, he will ask about whether they cater for refreshments. 

If it is felt that this is not suitable, due to costing or availability, then the Whisty Hall was 

agreed to be the next contact on the list. 

 

Presentation Evening: 

This as previously stated is to be held on Friday 29th January 2016 at The Jolliffe Arms, 

Kilmersdon. It was agreed at a previous committee meeting that this would be free to club 

members, as well as children under 16. For non-members/partners wishing to come, there 

will be a £6.00 cost to cover food and hall hire. 

Action: Rob will arrange the tickets for the presentation. 

Please note that these are on a first-come-first-served basis. Anyone wishing to attend the 

presentation should contact Rob as soon as possible. Places are limited, so please ensure 

you can definitely attend before contacting Rob. He can be emailed at: svcc@weeks.club 

 

Winter and Summer Series at Odd Down (2015 – 2016) 

In the absence of Eugene, Victoria confirmed that the dates for when Somer Valley will be 

supporting the winter series are 23/01/2016 & 20/02/2016. Both these dates are Saturdays. 

Be aware that requests for volunteers will be coming out in the next newsletter/committee 

meeting! 

 

Discuss the formation of sub-committee to look into how we invest our 

funds. 
It was agreed that the formation of a sub-committee would be put on hold until the 

presentation in January. Previous requests have not raised much response, so it is hoped 

that by bringing it up at a well-attended social event we may have a better outcome.   

An idea regarding investing some of our funds is an initiative being run by ‘Frome’s Missing 

Links’. This is for both members of the public and companies/clubs to purchase bricks which 

will be placed along the new (currently ‘missing’) cycle path into the centre of Frome. 

Bricks are £35.00 each, and have the contributors name etched on the side. For more 

information please visit: 

http://www.fromesmissinglink.org.uk/ 

and/or 

http://www.fromesmissinglink.org.uk/pavetheway.aspx 

 

Following discussion it was agreed that this would be an excellent opportunity to support a 

local initiative, especially as this would be used by the majority of us at some stage once it’s 

all up and running. 

It was agreed that Somer Valley would contribute towards 10 bricks. 

Action: Rob will look into this, and get in touch with the organisers. 

 

mailto:svcc@weeks.club
http://www.fromesmissinglink.org.uk/
http://www.fromesmissinglink.org.uk/pavetheway.aspx
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SVCC invitation event at the Odd Down circuit 
This was raised by Eugene, who confirmed on an email that: The format would be coaching 

(beginners and kids 1 hour, intermediate another hour), food and maybe a ride back to 

Radstock? Eugene has checked, and the 8th May is currently available on the circuit. It was 

agreed unanimously that Eugene should go ahead and book this date.  

Promotion of this would start as early as possible next year. 

 

SVCC Criterium at the Odd Down Circuit 
This was raised to Eugene by Keith, but agreed by all the committee that the idea behind it 

was an excellent one. At present we have no actual ‘racing’ within the club, so this would be 

an opportunity to organise such a thing on a safe, purpose built cycling circuit. 

The main points still need to be ironed out, but it will definitely involve racing for different 

categories of men and women. 

Action: Keith will speak to Eugene more about this, and explain exactly what he has in 

mind for the event. A date also needs to be confirmed. It is easier for Eugene to see what 

is free at Odd Down and book that, then us work around it. 

Like the SVCC invitation event, this will also need high promotion, which was agreed by the 

committee. 

 

Website; 
Following James asking around, it was picked up that our website is an invaluable tool for 

many different reasons, the main ones being that it is a starting point for non-members who 

are keen on finding out more about cycling/joining a local cycling club, and somewhere for 

many of our members to look at race results etc. However it was acknowledged that many 

of the club members liaised/socialised through social media points such as Facebook and 

Twitter. 

With this in mind, and accepting the length of time it takes to update/keep the website 

‘fresh’, Victoria has agreed to share the task of running the website together with James. 

Action: James will forward on the login details to Tori 

Huge thanks from both the committee members and the club as a whole for all the hard 

work James has done in bringing the website up to the 21st century. A website for any Club 

or business is a ‘window’ into their running, and can easily gain or attract support and 

engagement dependant on how good/bad it is. There is little doubt that ours has definitely 

helped the club since being given a revamp. It is appreciated James!  

 

Any Other Business; 

 
New runs list 

Terry confirmed that he has done a new runs list for the new year. He has purposely left the 

end Sunday of every month clear, so that different members can do a ride.  

This can be either an old favourite that someone knows of and wishes to share with the 

social group, or a new one that a member has recently created. 
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All rides usually start at Radstock, although there is definitely ‘wiggle room’ should someone 

wish to start further afield, and go on a completely different ride.  A general ‘rule of thumb’ 

is that the main group of social riders average about 12 mph, and are usually out for about 

4.5 – 5 hrs. A café stop is mandatory! 

Anyone wishing to organise a ride, please let Terry Hodkinson know. He can be emailed 

at: janethodkinson@sky.com 

Drew – please let me know if you are volunteering, and I’ll ensure I’m busy that day…….  

Elaine ;-) 

 

Nominations for trophy winners 

Bob has asked that the President, Chairperson and Captain give their individual nominations 

to him by the next committee meeting ready for January’s presentation. 

 
The meeting was closed at 20:40 

 

Date of next meeting; 04/01/2016 @ 19:30 

 

Please ensure that any points for the agenda and/or apologies are sent to me a week before 

if possible. 

 

Sorry – spread to 5 pages this month! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:janethodkinson@sky.com

