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Minutes of the Somer Valley Cycling Club Committee Meeting  

2nd November 2015 

Radstock Working Mens Club 

Present; 

Chairman                                         Rob Weeks 
Secretary            Elaine Riddle 
Treasurer                                            Keith Evans 
Club Captain                                       Not attended 
Time trial Secretary                       Not attended 
Membership Secretary Lee Gumm 
Social Rides Secretary                        Terry Hodkinson 
Webster                                              James Weeks 
Committee Members                          Dave Whittington, Drew Buck, Guy 

Worsdall, Marc Riddle, Nic Meadows, Nick 
Creed, Tony Penton, & Victoria Ratcliffe 

 

Apologies:  Mat Creed, Bob Latchem, Nick Cross & Eugene Kertzman 

 
The minutes from the last meeting were agreed. 

 

Chairman’s Report; 
Thanks to Nick Creed for taking the time to hunt down a new venue for our meetings, it's really appreciated. And thank you 
to Elaine and Marc for organising our recent social skittles night. I think it was a great success and as usual it's nice to see 
and socialise with everyone off the bike. 
 
As a quick update on my position as Chair, recently my personal circumstances have changed and I'm unable to get out as 
much at the weekend as I'd like, in fact I haven't been on a club ride for several months.  
 
I personally think that it's important that the club chair is out regularly with the club. In fact, I have felt slightly detached from 
various club matters because of this, and unfortunately I can't see myself getting out regularly any time soon. 
 
So as it's now only a couple of months until our next AGM, I think now is a good time to be honest about this situation and 
say openly that if anyone within the club thinks that they are in a position to take the role of chair, that I fully support them 
putting their hand up and taking on the role next year, subject to the blessing of those attending the AGM of course. 
 
This isn't me necessarily stepping down, however it is me being open and honest about my current circumstances, and 
besides I genuinely think it's healthy for everyone not to think that just because someone is currently in a committee role that 
they will just be assumed to be staying put in that position until they chose to step down at an AGM. 

If anyone would like to talk to Rob about this position, and find out what it entails (although obviously new 
people would bring new ideas), then please feel free to contact him at; svcc@weeks.club 

 

 

Secretary’s Report; 
Many thanks Rob for taking over the reins and being both Chairperson and Secretary last month. The 
minutes were very thorough, and led to quite a few actions!  
These I went through this evening, although it was acknowledged that many of the actions were still 
ongoing due to the newsletter not yet going out. It is hoped however that many of these would be able to 
be completed in the next couple of weeks, and definitely by the next meeting. – Please find these attached 
with the minutes email to committee members. 

mailto:svcc@weeks.club
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Thank you to everyone that completed their points of action. 

Both myself and Marc feel our skittles evening last Friday was a great success, with quite a few members 

coming along to socialise and have a friendly game of skittles. 

Well done to Elaine’s team that turned out to be the champions! 

It was decided beforehand that everyone who wished to participate in the game of skittles would pay £2.00 

each. After the stickers-up and food had been taken out, we were left with a surplus of £10.00. This we 

donated to The Great Western Air Ambulance, as a small token towards all the work they do in the area. 

There is a fund raising event for this worthwhile charity on Saturday 21st November up at Haydon Que Club, 

so the money was given to the organiser to help towards this. 

 

Treasurer’s Report; 
Keith was unable to confirm the current account balance/s at present due to not yet receiving this month’s 

bank statement, however he did confirm that he has paid a large bill recently of £500+ to British Cycling for 

the Time Trials held over the summer. 

It is hoped that the issue regarding bogus attempts to remove money from our account has now stopped, 

however Keith is mindful of this matter, and is keeping a keen eye out! 

 

Time Trial Report; 
With Bob being out of the country catching some late year sunshine, as well as it not really being the Time 

Trial season, there was no Time Trial Report noted. 

 

Membership Report; 
Lee was welcomed to his first club committee meeting, and thanked for taking over the reins from Bob 

who has stepped down to release some time for himself. 

Lee confirmed that he has been passed all the membership data/paperwork from Bob, and will be taking 

on this position with immediate effect. 

Although he confirmed that the membership was still just under 100, he said that it was still early days to 

say anything else about it. 

 

Sportive Round-up; 
Drew gave us a round-up of the following details following yet another successful Sportive last month; 

Total entries; 84 

Total who took part in the 100; 29 

Total who took part in the 50;   55 

Total income was £668.00 

Total costs were   £390.00 (the largest part of this was to British Cycling, but it also covered hire of the hall, 

food, and petrol used to put out and collect the signs.) 

Total profit            £278.00 

 

Drew advised that he would not organise any more sportives. Although this was met with 
disappointment, all of the committee agreed that Drew had done a fantastic job on all of the previous ones 
he had arranged. Huge thanks to him for all of his time and effort he has put in doing this, as well as a 
thank you to his wife who has also been very supportive, and could usually be found at the top of a hill 
somewhere along the route/s handing out much needed flapjacks and water! 
During this discussion James volunteered to run the next one, with help and support from Guy and 
(although taking a back seat) Drew. 
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Thank you James & Guy, you have big shoes to fill! 
Tony also confirmed that if Bob was agreeable, he would be happy to continue in the supporting role with 
Bob of putting out the signs the day before, and gathering them back in the day after the event. 

 

Confirmation of presentation evening; 
Before he went away, Bob confirmed that the presentation evening has been booked for 30/01/2016. This, 

like last year will be held at The Jolliffe Pub in Kilmersdon. This is usually an excellent evening, and an 

opportunity not only to find out how well our club has done in the last year, but also to meet up and 

socialise with other club members. A buffet will be available during the evening. It is hoped many club 

members (and partners) will attend this evening. 

With this in mind, Drew has asked that anyone competing in the ‘Mileater Awards’ pass their details on to 

Drew by Mid December. 

These awards are for club members that have cycled either 7,000, 5,000 or 3,000 miles over this year. 

Details can be emailed to Drew at; menditangles1@tiscali.co.uk 

Also a request from Bob: 

Please can every club member that has a trophy from last year hand it in as soon as possible to Bike It in 

Radstock, ready for the presentation in January. Thank you 

 

Discussion and agreement for entry fee of weekly tens; 
This was discussed in depth, as it has been noted that not many people (to say the least!) are willing to 

step forward and commit to running this every Tuesday during the summer months. Cyclists wanting to be 

a part of this want to ride, not help out. 

Two decisions were made; 

1) Ask cyclists who usually ride regularly in the club tens to see if anyone would be prepared to help 

out (not necessarily every week); 

2) Be more pushy (nicely) in the next newsletter to explain where we are at the moment, and stress 

the fact that we run the risk of losing this part of the club if we cannot get any volunteers. 

 

Discussion regarding creating a sub-committee who can come up with different ideas on 

how the club can utilise its current reserves; 
This will be mentioned in the next newsletter to explain the reason for wanting to organise  

the sub-committee and what it is hoping to achieve. 

It will be good to see if we get any ideas from club members. 

Whilst on the subject, some further suggestions were made as to what the club could arrange for 

members. These included; 

1) Set up sessions working interactively with each other on Zwift (as seen on the Cycle Show). 

Races/routes can be set up; 

2) Arrange spin classes, maybe where the weakest and strongest club members pair up and work 

together against other members.  

Action: Terry will speak to Mat about the feasibility of this idea. 

3) A one-off donation to the ‘wheels for all’ cycling organising, for all the hard work they do in helping 

people not as able as us to feel the enjoyment of cycling. 
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Club Kit branding…..anything? 
Victoria confirmed that she has received nothing back regarding the redesign of a new kit. This matter was 

discussed, and it was agreed on a majority vote to keep the current club kit for the foreseeable future. A 

few reasons for this were raised, the main ones being that more and more club members have started 

purchasing the current kit, and it stands out when many riders cycle together wearing it. As well as this, 

there is the valid point that members who have just purchased the current kit will not wish to replace it 

with a new design immediately. Likewise we have to consider the value of the current kit we have. 

 

Website; 
No specific requests were made to James regarding the website. 

 

Any Other Business; 
Refreshingly, there was no AOB this evening. Although…….. 

 
Monthly meeting venue choice? 

Finally, everyone agreed that The Radstock Working Mens Club was a better location all ‘round. Not only 

due to the cheaper beer (!) but also because we could all hear what was being discussed around the table, 

and were not conscious of people enjoying their evening but having to hear about our exploits! 

With this in mind Keith has become our ‘honorary member’, as well as signing us up for another 6 months 

in advance. 

 
The meeting was closed at 20:30 

 

Date of next meeting; Monday 7th December @ 19:30 

 

Please ensure that any points for the agenda and/or apologies are sent to me a week before if possible. 


