
Minutes of the Somer Valley Cycling Club Committee Meeting  

13/04/2015, Radstock Hotel 

Present; 

Chairman                                         Rob Weeks 
Secretary            Elaine Riddle 
Treasurer                                            Keith Evans 
Club Captain                                       Mat Creed 
Membership/Time trial Secretary                       Bob Latchem 
Social Rides Secretary                        Terry Hodkinson 
Webster                                              James Weeks 
Committee Members                          Dave Whittington, Drew Buck, Guy 

Worsdall, Nic Meadows, Nick Creed, Nick 
Cross, Tony Penton, & Victoria Ratcliffe 

 
Apologies: Marc Riddle, Eugene Kertzman & Lee Phillips 
 
The minutes from the last meeting were agreed. 

 
Chairman’s Report; 
Please see below for Rob’s report; 
 
March - a fantastic month! 
If I miss anything, it’s because so much good stuff happened. 
 
Sportive 
The club sportive was held in sunny weather with many smiles spotted and some great 
feedback - both on the day and online. 
 
Thanks as always to Drew and everyone that helped out on the day, and those that rode in 
club colours to represent the club. 
 
Promoting the club 
Talking of promotion… Tori appeared on the popular road.cc website in our jersey as she 
gets her Audax legs on. 
 
James proved that with the support (bullying/cajoling) of your fellow members you can 
scale new heights, namely volcanoes, and go beyond what you thought would be possible 
on a bike 
 
Club events 
It’s great to see club members organising their own rides and promoting them - Martin, Nic 
Meadows, Nic Creed etc. Not everything has to be done via the committee 
 
Well attended visit to the Newport Velodrome, again a great jersey turnout! 
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Odd Down 
I attended the first meeting of the Odd Down user group. All sports and recreation users 
represented, plus a tour of the new Pavilion. 
 
Eugene 
Final congratulations to Eugene, who has won British Cycling’s Go-Ride Coach of the Year for 
the South region for his work with Sulis Scorpions. 
 
 
Secretary’s Report; 
Nothing too much to say…..just that I am still finalising organising the cycling-specific first 
aid training. I should have some dates set for the next meeting. 
Thank you to everyone else that completed their points of action from the last meeting. 

 
Treasurer’s Report; 
Keith has prepared the last set of audited accounts for the period 01/01/2014 – 01/12/2014. 
Please find these attached. 
As well as this Keith confirmed the following balances; £6137.33, with the deposit account 
balance being £2837.47. This was accepted by the committee. 
 
Membership/Time Trial Report; 
Bob confirmed that we are now currently up to 77 Members. It was agreed that when the 
time-trials restart at the end of the month, anyone completely new wishing to try it can give 
this experience a go. Any people either coming for a second time, or who were previously 
club members will be asked to rejoin. 
This will be heavily enforced, and Bob will be spreading the message out to everyone in the 
lead up to this new season starting. Hopefully people will get this message, and join Somer 
Valley before they turn up to race. 
The first time-trial will begin at 19:00 on Tuesday 28/04/2015. The route is very slightly 
shorter this time for safety reasons, and now finishes on a hill (nice). It is 10.04 miles in 
length. 
Bob gave some sad news at the meeting regarding the timekeeper of the time-trials. Ray has 
been unwell for a while, and due to his ill health may have to give up the timekeeping at 
some stage in the future. Bob wanted to let people know about this, incase there was 
anyone who would be willing to take this on in the future. 
 
Sportive debrief; 
Drew confirmed that the latest sportive held last month was another resounding success. 
71 riders came to experience the route. 
This raised £555.00 revenue. With £342.00 costs (hall, catering, BC etc), this left a surplus of 
213.00. 
The next sportive was discussed, and the date fixed of Sunday 04/10/2015. The routes from 
last October’s event will be used, with people choosing whether to ride the 50 or 100 miler. 
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Views of another route was raised, but it was decided to stick with this one now, and maybe 
look into changing it for next year.  
 
Information from Eugene regarding; 

• Dates for the summer series at Odd Down 
o Please see attached sheet confirming the dates Somer Valley are down to run the 

evening. 
o If anyone is interested in helping out at any of these events, please let Eugene know. 

• Open day 9th May @ St Nicholas Church Café 
o Open day 9th May, café booked with refreshments, we meet at about 12:00 for a chat, 

coffee and a bite to eat, we will then go for a ride at about 13:30 – 14:00 hrs. Tori need to 
do a press release and James something on the website. 

o This will be put on Facebook. Tori has also agreed to do a press release shortly 
before the date. 

• Circuit Days at Odd Down 
o Here are the possible dates for a SVCC session at Odd Down: 

23rd May 
20th June 
22nd August 
Times: 15:00 – 16:30 with a shared tea afterwards or pub? Could maybe get the 
community room or use the Café in the new pavilion. The cost is £38 per hour, 1½ hr 
is £57.00.. 
Can you discuss which dates the club want and the length of the session. It would be 
a coached session by me for any ability with some fun races at the end. Members 
can bring their families to ride round, we would split the circuit in half. 

o Please can these dates be looked at by the committee, so a decision can be made 
easily at the next meeting? 

• Feedback on Level 3 coaching course 
o  Level 3 Coaching Course, I completed the course and I am now working on the 

assignments which involve Nick Meadows, Liam Cahill, Tori Ratcliffe and Jos. They are 
soon going to do a test on watt bikes in Bath and a field test at Odd Down and I am in the 
process of writing a 12 week training plan for them. 

• Welfare Officer, Lee progress 
o  The next Safeguarding Course is at Bath Uni on the 16th June from 18:30 – 21:30 hrs, is 

Lee able to go to this? More details here: http://www.sportscoachuk.org/safeguarding-
protecting-children-149 

o Unfortunately Lee could not attend the committee meeting. Lee – could you please 
liaise with Eugene regarding this? 

 
Website; 
James asked whether it would be possible for him to have a specific ‘slot’ in the committee 
meetings where website requests/updates can be compiled clearly and concisely. 
This was agreed, and there will be a specific place for such matters each month. 
Examples of things that could have been put all together last month are such matters as the 
velodrome trip, social dates, time-trial dates, general events etc. 
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Any Other Business; 
 
Looking at other cycling clubs; 
Tori confirmed that she is still looking into this, and will be compiling a small report which 
she will send round to everyone before the next meeting for our perusal. 
 
200 miler; 
Drew confirmed that he will once again be organising the ‘200 miler’. This is for any mad 
person keen cyclist who wishes to cycle 200 miles in 24 hours. Last summer this done by 
Rob Weeks, Marc Riddle, Bob Latchem and Victoria Ratcliffe. They got round in 19 hours, 
which included stops, starting at 07:00, and finishing 02:20 the following morning. 
A date for this to take place has been set for Saturday 05/09/2015. 
 
Offering a different way to pay for members’ applications; 
Nic raised the fact that for a very small surcharge British Cycling will accept payments for us 
from new members. 
Action; Nic will look into this a bit further, and let us know what was found out. 
 
The faster-than-the social-group (formerly known as the fast group); 
Following an incident last week when the change of time was not fed down to everyone 
who wished to ride with the above group, it was decided that Nic would discuss with them 
how the group could be made more inclusive. 
This could involve routes/café stops being prearranged so there is clarity as to where the 
group is going each week. 
It was also discussed that a couple of destinations could be the same as the social group, so 
we could all meet up once in a while (not too often though!)  
It was decided that NIc would be the best person to take this forward (with the complete 
backing of the committee), as he is the most regular person to cycle with them. 
 
Finally; 
After a couple of teething problems (moving of tables, music being a bit loud), we seemed 
to settle into our new venue pretty well. Time will tell, but I think most people found it an 
acceptable and (dare I say it) more sociable atmosphere. 
It was also nice to have the opportunity to stay on for a drink and chat together should 
people feel they want to/are able to.  
 
The meeting was closed at 20:35 
 
Date of next meeting; 11/05/2015 @ 19:30 
 
Please ensure that any points for the agenda and/or apologies are sent to me a week before 
if possible. 
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