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Minutes of the Somer Valley Cycling Club Committee Meeting  

6th July 2015 

Radstock Hotel 

Present; 

Chairman                                         Rob Weeks 
Secretary            Elaine Riddle 
Treasurer                                            Not attended 
Club Captain                                       Mat Creed 
Membership/Time trial Secretary                       Bob Latchem 
Social Rides Secretary                        Not attended 
Webster                                              James Weeks 
Committee Members                          Dave Whittington, Eugene Kertzman, Guy 

Worsdall, Marc Riddle, Nic Meadows, Nick 
Creed, Nick Cross, Tony Penton, & Victoria 
Ratcliffe 

 

Apologies: Keith Evans, Terry Hodkinson 

 
The minutes from the last meeting were agreed. 

 

Chairman’s & Secretary’s Report; 
 The long-awaited first aid training was finally held, with 7 members attending the course. 

This was an excellent opportunity to learn how to deal with many difficult situations within 

the first few seconds/minutes until the casualty could either be taken home/to hospital or, 

in a real emergency an ambulance arrives. 

On behalf of all the people that attended; 

Elaine Riddle 

Tony Penton 

Martin Nicolls 

Annette Meadows 

Abigail Meadows 

Victoria Ratcliffe 

Bob Latchem 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to learn something none of us hope we will ever have to use! 

 

 The Pearl Izumi event on 11th June was a great success, with glorious weather confirming a 

fantastic turn out by fellow cycling enthusiasts. Although we weren’t expected to get a huge 

response from our little corner, a few people did come round and have a chat.  

What was warming though was to see all the SVCC cycling tops dotted around the event, I 

feel that this was an excellent way to get us ‘on the map’. 
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 We held another well attended Summer Series race last Tuesday 23rd June, which saw many 

races attended from all ages. It was great to see such strong support for these, especially by 

the younger members of Sulis Scorpions. 

 

 Now that we really are in the ‘middle of summer’ let’s hope all our club members (whatever 

their cycling preference is) get out as much as they can, and make the most of their two 

wheeled carriage! 

 

Treasurer’s Report; 
Although it was not possible for Keith to attend the meeting, he was good enough to leave 

us details of our current balances as follows; 

Current account; £6,404.45 

Deposit account; £2,837.47 

This was accepted by the committee. 

 

Membership/Time Trial Report; 
We are now currently up to 95 Members (nearly in triple figures!). 

Our Open Time Trial was held on 07/06/2015 of which 35 people took part. The general 

feeling was that it was an excellent event which many of the competitors enjoyed. 

Our usual weekly time trials still continue to be held, and are well supported. 

 

Discussions surrounding the Club Group (aka ‘fast group’) rides; 
This request stemmed from the idea that if there was more clarity on the time the club rides 

aimed to get back to Radstock, more riders may feel happier to go out on a Sunday. Quite a 

few club members were concerned that by going out on the rides, they could be 

jeopardising their whole Sunday. 

Following a short discussion, it was agreed that James would enter a short sentence on the 

Sunday rides slot of the webpage advising that the rides from that particular group always 

aim to get back to Radstock for 12:30 unless stated. Any rides that will be back later will be 

highlighted to James by Mat as soon as it is known, so that people can prepare for this. 

 

A grant proposal to Sporting England; 
Somer Valley have been given an opportunity to make a bid for some money. This is through 

a company called Ellery Consulting and is for a ‘timing system’ such as a chip which we could 

use on many different occasions, for example club events and hill climbs. 

This was discussed, and it agreed by majority vote that this chance to strengthen our racing 

provisions should be taken as long as background checks on the company are positive. 

 

Communication issues and contact details during rides/incase of emergency; 
This was raised as there has been the odd occasion when a couple of cyclists have gone 

‘AWOL’ and we have not had a contact number. It was also raised with the idea that if 

something should happen, we have no emergency contact number for many of our 

members who we could be out with. 
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With this in mind it was decided that with immediate effect at the start of every social ride, 

the ride leader should have the group’s emergency contact number (partner/home for 

example) text to them together with the rider’s name. 

Obviously once this has been done initially, it would not need to be repeated by that 

individual unless the ride leader changes.   

 

Club kit and branding; 
An opportunity has arisen for our club kit design to be relooked at as a goodwill gesture by a 

partner of a club member. 

As well as this, Nick Creed mentioned an idea that he was building on together with Lee 

Phillips to design a sponsored kit funded by Apollo Technology and Bike-it for racing.  

Both topics were discussed at length, with pros and cons from all areas being discussed. 

Due to the lateness of the hour, it was agreed by majority vote to approach Mrs Davies 

regarding her proposal, and see what kind of designs she could create. This however would 

be with no immediate commitment by Somer Valley. A vote was also passed (although there 

were 2 vetos) for Nick and Lee to pursue the idea of a racing kit. However again, there was 

no firm commitment from the club that this would be wholly supported. Nick Creed agreed 

to look into the matter a bit more to see if a club could have more than one agreed kit 

design, as it could be the case that we may end up with a ‘racing kit’ as well as a ‘social 

cycling’ kit which may end up impractical.  

 

SVCC Sunday Ride Survey; 
As the results of this survey had only just been sent around in the afternoon before the 

meeting, it was agreed that this would be looked at by all the committee members before 

the next meeting, where it could then be looked at in more detail. 

 

Encouragement ideas regarding racing enthusiasts; 
This was initially raised last month, and a request was given to committee members to think 

of ideas that they have for this area of cycling. Part of this subject was covered in the earlier 

bid proposal for a timing system, but it was acknowledged that we would not have the time 

this evening to discuss this further. This was therefore carried forward to next month. 

 

Possibility of new numbers/pins for racing events? 
It has been noted on previous occasions that the numbers we use for our racing events are 

looking a bit tired. With this in mind it was agreed unanimously that Eugene could look into 

replacing the numbers with three sets; one white; one yellow and one orange, with the 

numbers on each set running from 1-120. It was also requested that we have SVCC on the 

bottom. Eugene will see what deals he can gather. It has also been agreed that to save 

waiting another month for the go-ahead, he can pursue this purchase as long as the total 

comes to less than £500.00. Stainless steels pins are also to be looked at being purchased. 
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Website; 
The Committee asked both James & Victoria whether the website/media pages could be 

updated to state that the Friday night club ride is a social occasion, meaning that no person 

is left behind, and there are always opportunities to regroup. Any queries should be 

directed to Mat Creed in the first instance. 

 

It was asked that the following future events be highlighted on our website/social media 

pages; 

Our 18 mile time trial on 14th July; 

The Go Ride racing event for under 16’s. This will be held at the Odd Down circuit and starts 

at 08:30. 

 

Any Other Business; 
The Club were extremely saddened to hear of the sudden passing away of Angus from VC 

Walcot. Rob has agreed to ensure an appropriate method of sympathy is passed to his 

family as soon as possible. 

 

An interesting thing that came out of the First Aid course last Saturday was the facility to call 

112 as an emergency number. This is much like 999, but works from a different frequency 

that enables you to have a better reception than usual. (It was said, in the event that you 

used it and could not get through, literally spin 180 degrees and on many instances you will 

then get through).  This provision however needs to be registered to your mobile. To do this, 

text register to 112, and follow the instructions you are then given. I am told this facility can 

also locate where you are calling from – should you not know, nor be able to see any 

distinguishing landmarks. 

For more details about this, please look at the link below; 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/112_(emergency_telephone_number) 

 
The meeting was closed at 20:40 

 

Date of next meeting; Monday 3rd August@ 19:30 

 

Please ensure that any points for the agenda and/or apologies are sent to me a week before 

if possible. 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/112_(emergency_telephone_number)

