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Minutes of the Somer Valley Cycling Club Committee Meeting  

03/08/2015 

Radstock Hotel 

Present; 

Chairman                                         Rob Weeks 
Secretary            Elaine Riddle 
Treasurer                                            Keith Evans 
Club Captain                                       Not attended 
Membership/Time trial Secretary                       Bob Latchem 
Social Rides Secretary                        Terry Hodkinson 
Webster                                              James Weeks 
Committee Members       
 
Also attended;                    

Dave Whittington, Drew Buck & Tony 
Penton 
Lucinda Weeks 

 

Apologies: Eugene Kertman, Guy Worsdall, Marc Riddle, Mat Creed, Nic Meadows,  

Victoria Ratcliffe & Nick Cross 

 
The minutes from the last meeting were agreed. 

 

Chairman’s & Secretary’s Report; 
 Our best wishes from all the Club members go out to Nic Meadows and his daughter 

Abigail who are both convalescing from separate medical procedures. 

More so our thoughts are with Annette and Nathaniel who are having to put up with 

two patients under the same roof. All this at a time of year that should be restful and 

relaxing! 

(Following the recent incidents occurring with our club members, there has been a 

passing thought of purchasing a job lot of bubble wrap, which all our members can 

wear out on rides…..the bubble wrap will be in full club colours, naturally!) 

 

 Huge congratulations goes to James and Angela Weeks who confirmed the safe 

arrival of baby Isaac. A lovely little brother for Rose. All is well….and seeing James 

this evening showed that Isaac is keeping Mummy and Daddy pretty busy! 

 

 Our First Aid certificates have been received from Reflex. These will be issued out to 

the attendees as soon as possible. 

 

 I (Elaine) am aiming to compile our results from the Sunday Ride Survey by the next 

meeting. These will hopefully be put in the monthly newsletter once they have been 

discussed by the Committee. 
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Treasurer’s Report; 
Keith confirmed the current account balance is £6475.00, with the deposit account balance 

being £2834.00. This was accepted by the committee. 

Keith mentioned that there had been many credits paid into our account in the last couple 

of months, the majority of which have come from British Cycling (in excess of £1k). £400.00 

was also paid in from the last Time Trial. 

Request: Keith would like to liaise with Eugene at the earliest opportunity, so that a better 

understanding can be reached of what all the different credits are for, specifically the BC 

ones. 

 

Membership/Time Trial Report; 
We are now currently up to 97 Members (not yet the magical triple figure!) 

The time trials are ticking along pretty well, with a steady turn out each week. 

The next main event, (other than the continuing time trials) is the Club Hill Climb which will 

be held at Burrington on 27/09/2015. Further information will be posted on the website 

nearer the time. 

Bob raised at this point that he would be looking to step down from being membership 

secretary in the next few months. He has been doing this role for a while, and feels that he 

would like to give this to a fresh pair of hands, so that he can be freed up to concentrate in 

other areas. 

Although sad to hear the news, the committee accepted that this was Bob’s decision, and 

thanked him for all his help and support in this role. Another club member could soon be 

named as taking over this role. 

 

Somer Valley Cycling Club’s Constitution…..time for a revamp? 
Rob Weeks raised the point that he has been looking over our club constitution, and 

although in the main we are still reflecting the points stated in there, Rob feels that there 

are some areas that could be clarified a bit further, and/or brought more up-to-date. 

This was discussed, and although it was thought at first that any changes would have to be 

passed through an Extraordinary General Meeting, after checking with the aforementioned 

constitution, it was noted that changes could be passed at an Annual General Meeting as 

well. 

With that in mind, Rob will look at the points that he would like to update, and will show 

these to the committee once they are compiled, with the plan for them to be agreed and 

passed at the next Annual General Meeting (hopefully!).    

 

Encouragement ideas regarding racing enthusiasts (b/fwd from last month’s 

meeting); 
This has been raised over the last few meetings, and it was felt that this should be given a 

better platform other than under ‘AOB’. 

This topic originates from thoughts highlighted from the Committee regarding whether the 

club was giving the best and appropriate support to club members wishing to concentrate 

on the more competitive racing side of cycling.  
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Although discussions were held regarding different ideas not just to help the riders already 

racing, but to also promote this side of cycling to people not necessarily thinking about it 

(such as bursary’s that could help with kit, travel expenses etc), it was decided that this 

would not be raised again until Eugene was able to attend a committee meeting, as he 

would be the best person to know about this and would be able to give us more direction. 

 

Club kit and branding – any news? 
No-one at the meeting had heard anything back regarding the above, and as there was no 

Tori or Nick, this was decided to be left until either one of them were able to attend. 

 

Web updates – requests…..ensuring they’re clear and concise; 
As resident Webpage Guru, James Weeks is often asked to put things about different events 

on the webpage. Now it is appreciated that as ‘Guru’ as he is, James is not privy to many of 

the different events other areas of the club are holding. This means that when given a one-

liner of “please highlight that we are going to be…………” James is the one that has to find 

out about it. Sometimes this can be quite quick, but in the main it can take up quite a bit of 

time finding out date; time; venue; organizer; who to contact regarding queries etc etc. 

So, with immediate effect, please can anyone that would like something put either on our 

SVCC webpage, or any of our social media pages ensure that James/Rob Weeks/Tori are 

passed clear details about the event that they would like promoted. 

A point was raised about whether it would be easier to have a type of ‘contact us’ form on 

the website. This would then give people examples of exactly what details they needed to 

provide, and could save the recipient getting many different formats of requests. James 

thought this a good idea, and agreed to compile one and attach it to the website as soon as 

he is able to dodge those pesky nappies! 

 

During this discussion, the committee thanked James for all his hard work on revamping our 

website and dragging it into the 21st century. It is now an excellent way to see exactly what 

is going on within the club, including forth coming events, weekly rides, social occasions etc. 

 

Whilst discussing this, James wanted to state that he will be looking at the ‘events calendar’ 

to see if he can make it appear faster, however, even with some of the glitches people have 

experienced, it should still be coming up within 20 seconds or so. 

 

A new heading will be created on the website shortly called ‘Ride with Us’. This will clearly 

explain the 3 different Sunday social groups, including the average speeds each one goes at, 

as well as approximately how far we go.  

The discussion of naming these different groups was raised (again), and it was finally 

decided that where at all possible, they would all be called ‘Club Rides’. This should then 

hopefully steer people from presuming what to expect from our rides before trying them 

out for themselves. 
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Any Other Business; 
To Sportive, or not Sportive….that was the question; 

This was queried by Drew, who raised the point that due to him training for his little jaunt 

from Paris to Brest (and back again), he had not spent as much time as he liked (which is a 

nice way of saying he hadn’t started) on our Club Sportive. 

So, before throwing himself into this, he asked whether we would still like one to be held. 

The comeback was a resounding ‘yes’, to which Drew advised that he would “get on to it” 

the very next day. 

The Committee showed their appreciation to Drew for doing all the organising of this event, 

including the on-line registering and the mapping of the actual route. 

 

It was confirmed that our sportive would be held on Sunday 4th October 2015, and will 

compile of a 60 mile & 100 mile route. 

Details again, will be placed on the website shortly. 

 

Anyone up for 200 miles? 

As well as the above, Drew will be arranging another ‘200 miler within 24 hours’. This will be 

on Saturday 5th September. So, if you want your name on the coveted ‘banana’ trophy, 

please contact Drew at your earliest convenience to let him know. His email address is; 
menditangles1@tiscali.co.uk. 

 

As referred to above, Drew will be cycling the Paris-Brest-Paris event on 16th August. He 

hopes to finish on Thursday 20th August after cycling 760 miles hopefully under 90 hrs. This 

will involve cycling through the night and just grabbing some shuteye when and where he 

can. 

For more information you can head to; 

www.paris-brest-paris.org 

 

Drew can be followed under either his name (Drew Buck) or frame no; FO62 

 

All of our thoughts and good luck messages go to Drew! 

 

A chance to socialise…you know you want to! 

Marc & Elaine will be organising another skittles evening at Haydon Que Club on Friday 30th 

October @ 19:30. This has been a great opportunity in the past to meet up with different 

club members (minus helmets and lycra) for an evening of skittles and fun. This is a family 

evening, so everyone is welcome.  

 
The meeting was closed at 20:30 

 

Date of next meeting; 07/09/2015 @ 19:30 

 

Please ensure that any points for the agenda and/or apologies are sent to me a week before 

if possible. 

mailto:menditangles1@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.paris-brest-paris.org/

